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Ok, so you’re starting to get a feel for the terminal. If you’ve gotten all of the previous commands 
figured out, you are on your way to becoming a natural. :)

Let’s take a few minutes and look at some of the fun things you can do from the Linux terminal.

Remember back to a time where we all were running some version of DOS? Everything we did was 
from the command prompt. Sometimes a simple command like ‘dir’ would come out as ‘idr’ or ‘dri’, 
and you’d see the familiar ‘Bad command or filename’ message. Well, in Linux, the similar command 
for a listing of files in a directory is ‘ls’. The same problem exists, where you would end up typing ‘sl’, 
and see the ‘bash: sl: command not found’ message. Well, there’s  a fun way to remedy this. Install a 
small program called ‘sl’, and you’ll find yourself typing ‘sl’ on purpose. :)

sl

This command, will give you an ASCII visualization of a steam train rolling across your screen. Fun 
for those times your fingers work faster than your mind.

figlet

This command will echo whatever you type into the console, in a larger ASCII font.



rev

This command will reverse any text that you type into the console. I’m not sure if there is any real use 
for this one, but it’s kinda fun.

factor

For those of you who are interested in math, you can print out the lowest common multiples factors for 
any given number, right to your command prompt.

pi

If you’d like to see the digits of pi, you can use this command. It’s not available in the Manjaro 
repositories, but it will print out pi to the number of digits you specify. For example, if you type ‘pi 50’,
you’ll see the first 50 digits of pi.

cal

The ‘cal’ command will actually display a calendar of the current month in the terminal. This is 
actually kind of handy, when your at the terminal, and need to view a calendar. You can type this in, 
instead of right clicking on the date/time on your desktop.



fortune

This may or may not come pre-installed on your system. If you have it, it will display random fortunes 
when you type it in. 

cowsay

This probably isn’t pre-installed, but can be retrieved very easily from the repositories. It will display 
what you type in as a thought bubble above a cow. It can be used with fortune by piping the command. 
I mentioned this earlier, and will get more in depth later, but for now, if you type in ‘fortune | cowsay’, 
it will take the output of the first command, in this case fortune, and send it to the next, here it is 
cowsay. You would end up with the cow on the screen with the fortune in the thought bubble.

 ____________________________
/ You are confused; but this is your \
\ normal state.                                  /
 -----------------------------------------
        \   ^__^
         \  (oo)\_______
            (__)\       )\/\
                ||----w |
                ||     ||

cmatrix

This one will need to be installed, and we’ll get to that in the near future. With this installed, you can 
type in ‘cmatrix’, and the screen will look like the matrix, with the changing green characters falling 
from the top of the screen.



hollywood

This one will also need to be installed, but it will amaze your friends. Once installed, type in 
‘hollywood’, and you will see how Hollywood portrays a computer hacker. If you have speakers on 
your computer, you may want to turn the volume down, as it does get a bit loud. :)

telnet towel.blinkenlights.nl

If you type this in from the terminal, your system will actually telnet to a system that will display at 
least part of the Star Wars movie, all in ascii text. It’s worth watching, as there was a lot of time put into
creating it.



While the following are not programs that can be installed, they are still kinda fun. :)

world

       bash: world: not found

touch girls\ boo**

       touch: cannot touch ‘girls boo**’: Permission denied

nice man woman

       No manual entry for woman

^How did the sex change operation go?^

       bash: :s^How did the sex change operation go?^ : substitution failed

%blow

       bash: fg: %blow: no such job



make love

       make: *** No rule to make target ‘love’. Stop.

[whereis my brain?

       Sh: 2: [: missing ]

man: why did you get a divorce?

       Too many arguments.

!:say, what is saccharine?

       Bad substitute.

/srv$ \(-

       bash: (-: command not found

These may or may not work with your distribution of Linux. Most of them did not have the same 
results when I tried it here in Manjaro, but have worked in the past on different systems. 


